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O you who have believed, fear Allah and seek the means [of nearness] to Him and strive in His cause that
you may succeed. Indeed, those who disbelieviethey should have all that is in the earth and the like of

it with it by which to ransom themselves from the punishment of the Day of Resurrection, it will not be
accepted from them, and for them is a painful punishment. They will wish to get out of the Fire, but never
are they to emerge therefrom, and for them is an ey punishment! Pt q@ m 492426 8 (
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My fellow Muslim Kingstonians,

The Islamic Society of Kingston (ISK) is calling on
you to help and participate in its operations and
functions. The membership drive for 2011 started
at the beginning of the year. We call upon you to
enroll as members of the ISK. The size of member-
ship of the ISK reflects on significance and impor-
tance of our society in the Kingston communality
and amongst other Islamic societies in Canada. It
isindeednotheal t hy f or our
ciald membership size i
participants in ISK activities, let alone the Muslim
community in Kingston as a whole. The Annual
General Meeting (AGM) will be held 1lam on
March 26th. Many important decisions are made at
annual general meetings. It would be unfortunate if
such decisions are made by a low number of
members.

We especially call on the younger generation and
new comers to Kingston to come and join in build-
ing and forming the direction of the ISK. By new
comers, | mean those who came to Kingston in the
past few years. We cannot have the same group of
people always run the affairs of the ISK. While
there have been many calls for changing the faces
that run the ISK affairs, few have come forward to
assume such a role. The starting point is to at least
become members of the ISK, then join its commit-
tees.

cio mAWHY- T

The ISK as an organization serving the Muslims of
Kingston, have not and will not differentiate with
regards to services
cial y 0 me mb e rm&mbers. This @pplies to
religious, educational (for children, youth) or social
activities. However, we must ask ourselves who is
going to fund and run such activities. Please join
the ISK membership, come to the next AGM, ex-
press your views and visions for the future of the
ISK, hear from the different committee coordina-
tors, and interact with other members of the com-

Exegutivg q]ogmltﬁa% which runs the
s Qs Ofpthe Myslim, Gommupty, i Kingsigngsts
its mandate from the general body (all of you). Your
participation in this meeting is very important. Your
involvement at different levels is needed as well.

The ISK needs your help and support. Please
come forward. May Allah accept from all of us.

Hossam Hassanein
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Imam's Message

ISK Volunteer Team helpsserves95 M ealsat
Mar t Wab@s

| have served tea and coffee before, but this was the
first time that | was going to make and serve coffee,
while making more coffee as it runs out, and while re-
filling jugs of juice and the juice machine.

I know, it really isnodt
first time working in a restaurant-like setting, so | was
trying to remember all the instructions | had received
over the Il ast 15 minutes
up.

And thus began our first ISK Volunteer Team service
day on Monday,
taurant-style charity establishment that serves meals
to those in need.

In the kitchen, a group of three team members were
helping prepare plates of food. Five other members
served the meal, juice and hot drinks.

Although 16 members of our community had volun-
teered 7 and many more had given their moral and
financial support i there was room for only 10 volun-
teers. Some graciously gave up their spots for others.

| surveyed the faces coming in. They were of all ages
T young, middle-aged, elderly. Most looked like they
were really looking forward to this one meal.

One, at the table furthest from me, seemed familiar.

It was fAAndy, 0 the
article for the Bond back in August. At the time, he
was upset with his partner and | had tried to calm
down, minutes after arriving in Kingston. He had
moved out shortly after | had moved in.

| walked over and asked him if he recognized me.

ASure do, 0 he responded.
doing. ABetter, 0 he said.
Living and driving around

across panhandlers and the homeless, and had ques-
tioned if there was anyone who was in need in the
city.

The answer was very
closer to home with the realization that my former
neighbour i someone who had slept within meters of
my bed on the other side of the wall i was hungry
today and looking forward to a hot meal while | had
arrived with a full stomach.
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Time went by fast. Making more coffee and refilling
the juice machine wasnoét
a request for green tea.

As | stood there waiting for the next request, | gained
greater appreciation for
for the work that waiters do.

| wondered where each of these 95 guests lived. Did

they even have a place to live? What brought them to
their current situation? Will this be their only meal of

t htad day? ovherd weeeattie gbing tb gd nett?hHow

could they be helped out of their situations?
One of the members of our volunteer team, Br. Ala

fi lwhs a great experience to interact with the com-
munity, the needy ones, as a team of Muslims from
dpfsMpehbhagackgPbBndd bt
encourage everyone to participate in these voluntarily
deeds, and remark that we need to emphasis our Is-
l amic identity when i

In fact, the display of our Islamic identity with individ-
ual breaks for Asr prayer created an opportunity for
discussions with other volunteers, who inquired about
the five daily prayers and about the masijid.

Malak Elbatarny, another member of our team, ap-
preciated the opportunity to serve.

il wanted to thank vyou
tunity! o she wrote. #lt
tainly an honour to volunteer for the community on
behalf of the ISK Volunteer Team. Looking forward to

In my experience, serving those in need makes our
problems and issues seem miniscule. One even feels
embarrassed at the
after realizing that there is so much to be thankful for.

I am now planning our next mission. Have any ideas
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IKhamk gl &f gou wholanstvered 1thé tall & ertevers 0 me

thought of doing so, regardless of whether you were
able to join us at Martha 6 s Tabl e.
and bless you all for your good intentions and your
nople deads, Ameank 6 s
To sign up for the ISK Volunteer Team, please visit
http://sikander.ca/ and click on the link to the sign-up
form at the top.

To reach Imam Sikander Ziad Hashmi,

Email: imam@Xkingstonmuslims.net,

1477 Sydenham Road, Kingston

Tel. (613) 542-9000

http://www.kingstonmuslims.net/
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The Boy & the @ pple Tree
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Surat Al-'Isra' 17:23

From: islamicoccasions.com

A long time ago, there was a huge apple tree. A little boy
loved to come and play around it everyday. He climbed
to the treetop, ate the apples, took a nap under the sha-
dow...he loved the tree and the tree loved to play with
him. Time went by...the little boy had grown up and he
no longer played around the tree every day.

One day, the boy came back to the tree and he looked

sad. "Come and play with me” the tree asked the boy.
"l am no longer a kid, | do not play around trees any
more” the boy replied. <7 .

-—: —

“l want toys. | need money to buy them.”

“Sorry, but | do not have money... but

you can pick all my apples and sell them R
So, you will have money.” Theboywasso “ ¢ ¢ >
excited. He grabbed all the apples on the tree and left
happily. The boy never came back after he picked the
apples. The tree was sad.

One day, the boy who now turned into a man returned
and the tree was excited “Come and play with me” the
tree said. “l do not have time to play. | have to work
for my family. We need a house for shelter.

Can you help me?” “Sorry, but | do not 5 e

have any house. But you can chop off my "4 & Az}
branches to build your house.” So the man Lﬁiw\*
cut all the branches of the tree and left happily. * *

The tree was glad to see him happy but the man never
came back since then. The tree was again lonely and

sad.

One hot summer day, the man returned and the tree

was delighted. "Come and play with me!” the tree said.

“l am getting old. | want to go sailing to relax
myself. Can you give me a boat?” said the man.
"Use my trunk to build your boat. You can sail
far away and be happy.” So the man cut the tree £

trunk to make a boat. He went sailing and never
showed up for a long time.

| 7
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Finally, the man returned after many years. "Sorry, my
boy. But | do not have anything for you anymore. No
more apples for you ...” the tree said. "No problem, |
do not have any teeth to bite" the man replied. "No
more trunk for you to climb on” “l am too old for
that now” the man said. "l really cannot give you any-
thing... the only thing left is my dying roots” the tree
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said with tears. "l do not need much now, just a place
to rest. | am tired after all these years” the man rep-
lied. "Good

! Old tree roots are the best place to lean on and
rest, Come, come sit down with me and rest.” The
man sat down and the tree was glad and smiled with
tears...

This is a story of everyone. The tree is like our parents.
When we were young, we loved to play with our Mum
and Dad... When we grow up, we leave them...We
come back to them when we need something or when
we are in trouble. No matter what, parents will always
be there and give everything they could just to make you
happy.

You may think the boy is cruel to the tree, but that is
how some of us treat their parents. You take them for
granted. You don't appreciate all they do for us, until it is
too late.

May Allah forgive us of our shortcomings and may He
Guide us, Ameen.

Love your Parents....Care for your Parents

Cross Words for your 5 vears old , ,
Across &
1) place of worship

3) you are-----------

5) our beloved prophet?
7) the city of our prophet
9) this prophet had a son named Ismail (AS)
Down

2) we pray this everyday

4) the Arabic meaning for faith

6) the first letter of the Arabic alphabet

8) the first Man and prophet
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