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Ramadan is the (month) in which was sent down ther@n as a guide to mankind also clear (Signs) fguidance and judg-
ment (between right and wrong). So everyone of y¢ho is present (at his home) during that month shdwspent it in fasting,
but if anyone is ill, or on a journey, the prescell period (should be made up) by days later. Alilatends every facility for you
He does not want to put you to difficulties. (He mta you) to complete the prescribed period, andjtimrify Him in that He has
guided you; and perchance ye shall be gratefWhen My servants ask thee concerning Me, | am indedose (to them); |
listen to the prayer of every suppliant when heletth on Me; let them also with a will listen to Mgall and believe in Me; that

they may walk in the right way

President’s Message

My fellow Muslim Kingstonians,

Yet another Ramadan is fast approaching. In this
Ramadan, | would like to stress that it is in this
month that we sense that there is unity amongst
ourselves. Ramadan unites us in several ways —
we all fast together, we break our fast together, we
all worship Allah together, we pray at Eid together,
and we celebrate together. So we sense and feel
the unity of Muslims. Let's add another initiative,
namely “Ramadan Awareness” by exemplifying the
unique morality and disciplined character of Islam
and providing education and motivation to Muslims
regarding Ramadan and Islamic essentials. There
are several programs at the ICK during Ramadan.
Let's capitalize on these and other like programs
ISA.

It is in Ramadan that you have been most gener-
ous for the cause of Allah (swt) donating financially
and also your time. | would like to stress that the
ISK is in need of your support. Many committees
can still make use of your volunteering (education,
center, social, da'wa, fundraising, major projects,
and others). The names of committees and their
members are published in this issue of the BOND.
The ISK is in dire financial distress as well. The
ICK building is entering its 14™ year and many

maintenance issues are surfacing. We cannot let
our ICK be a rundown building!! As well, there are
many projects inside and outside the building that
are ongoing (including fence, septic tank, roof,
parking, play area, and others). We would like to
hear from you on the ICK and how it is
run/managed. Please speak to the ICK coordinator
in this regard. Also, if you have ideas for fundrais-
ing, please contact the fundraising committee co-
ordinator.

Finally, let's all come to the Mosque every day for
Isha and Taraweeh to worship Allah (swt) and to
ask for his reward and forgiveness. Let's come with
an open heart and mind meeting and greeting our
fellow Muslim brothers and sisters in the best way
so Allah (swt) will be pleased with us.

May Allah (swt) help and guide us all. Ramadan
Mubarak.

Hossam Hassanein, President, ISK
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Khutbah of the Month

Towards an unforgettable Ramadan

“Hence, whoever of you lives to see this month
(Ramadan) shall fast throughout it...” 2:185

As in years past, the beloved guest of millions,
"Holy Ramadan” once again is about to enters our
lives. Muslims are filled with great joy in anticipa-
tion of welcoming him. However, what many of us
forget is that this guest accompanies a deep pur-
pose and responsibility. Whenever a guest comes
to our home, we prepare in advance for his arrival
by vacuuming the carpet, dusting the shelves, and
scrubbing the sinks. We should do this for our
guest of Ramadan as well. But the scrubbing
should not just be of our physical surroundings, it
should include the scrubbing of our sins!

Ramadan is actually a time of increased activity
wherein the believer, lightened of the burdens of
constant eating and drinking, should be more will-
ing to strive and struggle for Allah. The Prophet
Muhammad’s (peace be upon him) nine Ramadans
were filled with decisive events, and he left us a
shining example of sacrifice and submission to Al-
lah.

Qur'an [2:183] describes attainment of Tagwa to
be the real purpose of Fasting. But, what is
Tagwa? Sayyid 'Umar ibn al-Khattab: "A person
with the quality of Taqwa is like a person walking
with caution on a thorny road. The way he would
take care to save his clothes from getting entan-
gled in the thorns, so is a person with Tagwa con-
scious of every action he does (for fear of falling
into wrong)."

Sayyid 'Ali ibn Abi Talib: "Tagwa means fearing Al-
lah, acting in accordance with the Quran, content-
ment with whatever little you have, and preparing
for the day of departure (death)."

Imam al-Ghazali narrates: "Whoever fears some-
thing (in the creation of Allah) runs away from it,
whereas whoever fears Allah runs to Him (out

of love and obedience)! "

Let us all begin to live a life of Tagwa this Rama-
dan to avoid the 'thorns' that come our way in the
form of worldly temptations in the media and soci-
ety in general.
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Let us make this Ramadan one of the most
exceptional Ramadan of our life.

Let us make a resolve to win the maximum
favour of Allah: let us perform extra volun-
tary prayers (Nawaafil), make frequent Du'a
and increase remembrance (Dhikr).

Let us try to recite some Quran after every
Prayer. In fact if we read 3-4 pages after
every Prayer we can easily finish the entire
Quran in Ramadan! Let us study the Quran-
ic Tafseer (commentary) every morning.

Let us invite a person we are not very close
with to our home for Iftar, at least once a
week. We will notice the blessings in our re-
lationships!

Let us bring life to our family! Every day, try
to conclude the fast with our family and
spend some quality time together to under-
stand each other better.

Let us give gifts on 'Eid to at least 5 people:
2 to our family members, 2 to our good
friends, and 1 to a person whom we love
purely for the sake of Allah.

Let us commit to an Islamic study circles to
enhance our Islamic knowledge and prac-
tice. Let us plan to complete reading a book
on Prophet Muhammad’s (pbuh) life in
these 30 days.

Let us donate generously to the masaijid, Is-
lamic organizations, and any where people
are in need. Let us remember that "This is a
month of sharing!"

Let us share Ramadan and its teachings of
love & patience with our neighbours.

Let us initiate a project to promote or revive
a ‘forgotten’ social cause in the Muslim and
non-Muslim community: fight against ra-
cism, AIDS, drugs, cancer, smoking...etc.

Let us volunteer at food bank or Anti-
Poverty campaign, while fasting!

Let us seek the rare and oft-neglected re-
wards of 'the night better than 1000
months', Laylatul-Qadr.

Let us weep in private for the forgiveness of
our sins: It is the month of forgiveness and
Allah's Mercy! It's never too late.

Let us learn to control our tongue and lower
our gaze. Let us remember the Prophet's
warning that lying, backbiting, and a lustful
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gaze all violate the fast! Let us abandon foul
language forever.

Let us encourage others to enjoin and love
goodness, and to abandon everything evil.
Let us play the role of a Da'ee (one who in-
vites to Allah) with passion and sympathy.

Let us experience the joy of Tahajjud pray-
ers late at night and devote ourselves pure-
ly and fully to Allah in the I'tikaf retreat dur-
ing the last 10 days of Ramadan.

Submitted by: Tarek, Abu Noman Mohammad
Imam, the ISK

Open letter from an “Auntie” to young Muslims

about Facebook
Assalamu alaikum:

You're probably rolling your eyes already, figur-
ing this is another rant from some “auntie”
weighing in on how “bad” Facebook is. But be-
fore you click away from it, for the sake of your
future, please continue reading. And no, this is
not another dumb chain letter. Read on.

Once upon a time, | was young like you. |
wanted people to like me. | wanted people to
think | was funny, smart but not nerdy, and of
course, good looking. But | digress. The point
is, these needs of the young for attention and
affirmation from peers haven't changed. How-
ever, with Facebook, they've gone in overdrive.
And the repercussions can be dangerous for
your future, even if today, it seems like it's just
“fun”.

Who doesn't like to be complimented? Most of
us get a non-drug-induced high if we're told we
look “hot” in a photo, that our status update is
so witty, or that that comment we made about
someone's picture or wall post is just so funny.
LOL.

Sometimes, we cross the line further in our at-
tempts to please. We may say things which
we'd never say in front of parents, aunties and
uncles. We may put up pictures of ourselves
arms around a coworker, friend or classmate of
the opposite sex thinking, hey, it's all in good
fun. We're not doing anything “bad”, really.

We may even remark about the physical char-
acteristics of a certain woman in a crude man-
ner. Or we may use words more fitting of a
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locker room athlete, not a dignified young Mus-
lim.

First before Facebook, is Allah, the One Who
knows your status whether you update it or not.
The One who made you “hot’and “witty” in the
first place. Remember that your parents may
not catch you making that dumb comment or
posting that picture. But of course, Allah is the
All-Aware. And with Him, there's no delete but-
ton to turn to when you're caught.

But Allah is Forgiving. He is Merciful. He re-
members and knows everything. But He knows
we humans can do great things and cringe-
worthy things. He turns to us when we turn to
Him in sincerity and forgiveness.

Human beings on the other hand, are not. They
may not remember everything. But when it
comes to recalling facts about the mis-
demeanors of others, many of us have a hard
time overlooking, let alone forgiving or forget-
ting. Which brings me to the whole point of this
letter: a mistake on Facebook can cost you big
time.

Plenty has been written about bosses looking
up potential employees on Facebook and the
dangers this poses to employment. But for
many others, long-term marriage prospects can
and will be affected if you, young Muslim, forget
that FB isn't just about your real friends. It's
also about those others you casually add to
your profile's collection. It's also about their
friends.

Think about this in two situations.

Scenario 1: you post a questionable picture of
yourself looking “hot”. It doesn't have to be bi-
kini material. You are probably already aware
that there are plenty of ways to be seductive
without dressing like a Baywatch Babe. A hum-
ber of your friends on FB tell you how “hot” you
look. But remember, whenever one of your
friends comments on anything, ALL of their
friends know (unless they choose to turn this
option off). These other “friends” also have ac-
cess not only to the picture commented on, but
your ENTIRE album.

Scenario 2: you make a crude remark about a
certain person's attractiveness or lack of it on
your wall or in a status update. I'll give you an
example | know of personally. A young guy,
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unmarried, put in his profile that he was sur-
prised that one of his overweight female pa-
tients had a boyfriend (he's a doctor in training).
This guy has memorized the entire Quran. He
teaches about Islam. He is not on my friends
list. But | know about this comment through FB.

Now, a lot of guys could and do say cruel and
inconsiderate stuff like that. But someone whao's
memorized the Quran? Someone who teaches
Islam? Someone who knows that God looks at
our hearts not our appearances? I'm not saying
he needs to go and marry someone overweight
to atone for his comment. But it does say some-
thing about his character, doesn't it?

Getting married nowadays has become a major
struggle in the Muslim community for many
reasons. There are plenty of explanations for it,
which I'm not going to go into. But most rele-
vant for the purpose of this letter is that Face-
book can kill your prospects pretty quickly if you
say or post something stupid. There are serious
long-term consequences. If anything, FB offers
people a look at your character. Stuff that you
could easily hide in a meeting at a prospective
spouse's home for tea can easily be found on
FB. Then, the flashy suit, six-figure salary, good
looks and lvy League education will quickly go
out the window. Nobody wants to marry a jerk
or a jerkette. And even if they decide to, these
couples usually end up splitting up a couple of
years down the road eventually. Few people
today can stand day to day contact with a jerk
or jerkette whether there are kids involved or
not.

‘It's not fair!" you're probably saying. You're
right. It isn't always fair. An angry comment on
your wall on a day you were ticked about some-
thing or a joke about a fat girl when you were in
a jovial mood shouldn't be the sole judge of
your character. But those who aren't your real
life friends don't really know that and are
unlikely to care. Don't judge a person by their
Facebook profile is good advice, but few are
there who will heed it.

So be careful. Converse with your friends, but
be on guard. The potential for misunderstand-
ing about who you really are is ripe on FB. And
ultimately, remember that Allah is always
watching, and we are all accountable for every-
thing we say and do.

Sincerely,
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Auntie Who Cares

P.S. If you're a parent, aunt, uncle or older sib-
ling of a young Muslim on FB, please share the
main points of this letter with him or her.

Samana Siddiqui
(Reprinted with permission)

ICK News and Activities

ISK Committees
Below are your ISK Committees as they stand to-
day. Many of the Co-ordinators are still seeking
out new members. Contact the co-ordinator or the
Executive if you are interested in helping out.

Education Committee

Sr. Sabena Islam, Co-ordinator
Sr. Shamaila Mahmud

Sr. Carole Adlington

Sr. Sahiza Hossenbaccus

Imam Hiring Committee

Br. Mohammad Saleem, Co-ordinator
Br. Moustafa Fahmy

Br. Hafizur Rahman

Br. Khaled Shaheen

Sr. Sabena Islam

Da'wa Committee
Br. Mohammad Bayoumi, Co-ordinator

Fundraising Committee
Br. llyas Khalid, Co-ordinator
Sr. Raafia Monem

ICK Management Committee

Br. Nasser Hossenbaccus, Co-ordinator
Br. Mohammad Kaleemuddin

Br. Nafa Marai

Br. Salahuddin Jalaluddin

Sr. Hala Ismail

Finance Committee
Br. Ali Raza Khan
Sr. Lee-Ann Rose

International Bazaar Committee
Sr. Hoda Bayoumi

Sr. Fatima Fahm

Sr. Raafia Monem

Sr. Zubaida Saloojee

Sr. Nazma Rahman

Sr. Samia Jamani

Sr. Suzan Yahia
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Sr. Shamaila Umar
Sr. Ulfat Jalaludin

Women Fundraising Group
Sr. Ulfat Jalaluddin

Sr. Zubaida Saloojee

Sr. Shamaila Umar

Sr. Chand Saleem

Women Education Needs Group
Sr. Hoda Bayoumi

Sr. Lamia Sarver

Sr. Sahar

Sr. Chand Saleem

Sisters Helping Sisters Group
Sr. Fatima Fahmy

Sr. Raafia Monem

Sr. Kausar Kaleemuddin

Sr. Chand Saleem

Social Committee

Br. Mohammad Yahia, Co-ordinator
Br. Hassouneh

Br. Attaarooti

Br. Anwar Khan

Br. Salahuddin Jalaluddin

Sr. Jabeen Iftikhar

Family Counselling Committee
Mr. and Mrs. Anwar Khan

Mr. and Mrs. Hafizur Rahman
Mr. and Mrs. Bayoumi

Mr. and Mrs. Jalaluddin
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Hospital Visits
Br. Hafizur Rahman

Elderly Visits
Br. Anwar Khan
Br. Mohammad Yahia

Cemetary Committee

Br. Anwar Khan

Br. Mohammad Yahia

Br. Hafizur Rahman

Br. Salahuddin Jalaluddin

Br. Ali Raza Khan

Community Information Committee
Br. Hafizur Rahman

Br. Umar Igbal

Public Relations Committee
Sr. Samina Maurice
Br. Khaled Shaheen

Strategic Planning Committee
Br. Nasser Hossenbaccus, Co-ordinator
Sr. Mona Rahman

Library Committee
Sr. Raafia Monem
Sr. Hoda Bayoumi
Br. Mohammad Saleem

Youth Group
Sr. Kiran Saleem, Advisor

THE ISLAMIC SOCIETY OF KINGSTON
INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR THE POSITION OF AN IMAM

Quialifications:
- A Bachelor’s degree (or equivalent) or higher from an accredited Islamic University. Equivalent qualifications

will also be considered.

Knowledge of the different Fig’h schools in Islam.

Fluency in English and good understanding of Arabic.

Ability to relate to Muslims from different backgrounds and different age groups.

North-American living experience and ability to relate to Non-Muslims.

Excellent verbal and written communication skills.

Being a “Hafiz” of the Qur'an is a definite asset.

Salary and Benefits:
These will be based on qualifications and experience.

Job Description :
For details please visit Islamic Society Kingston web site at
http://kingstonmuslims.net/jobs/imam_job_description.shtml

Please e-mail your resume and application not later than 31 August 2009 giving the names of three referees to
imamselection@kingstonmuslims.net or malil it to Chair of the Imam Committee, Box 2021, Station Mai  n,
Kingston, Ontario, Canada K7L 5J8.

For inquiries, please call (613) 530-3655
1477 Sydenham Road, Kingston

Tel. (613) 542-9000 http://www.kingstonmuslims.net/
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I | B

Dates Fajr | Zuhr | Asr | Maghrib | Isha
Aug 10-16 | 5::35] 1:25| 6:2( 10:00
Aug 17-21 | 5:45| 1:25| 6:15 9:45
Aug 22-23 | 5:25 | 1:25| 6:15 9:45
Aug 24-30 | 5:25 | 1:25 | 6:05 9:45

Aggsg 535 | 125| 555 0T g0
Sep 7-13 5:45 1:25 5:4% 9:15
Sep 14-18 | 5:50 1:25 5:3b 9:00
Sep 19* 5:50| 1:25| 5:3% 8:40

*Last day of Ramadhan

Notes:

Jum’a khutba starts at 1:25 p.m.

Dates shown are Monday- Sunday for that
week.

Times shown are for Igamah, Adhan will be
called 10 minutes earlier.

During community events, Asr may be
prayed earlier according to the time pub-
lished on the Monthly calendar.

Important Dates

The Bond'’s next submission deadline:
Friday, September 4, 2009

The Bond’s next publication date (Insha Allah):

Friday, September 11, 2009
(Eid ul Fitr issue)

Please send any submissions to:
thebond@kingstonmuslims.net

Disclaimer
The views and/or assertions expressed in THE

BOND are the sole responsibility of their au-
thor(s) and do not necessarily reflect those of

President:
president@kingstonmuslims.net

Secretary:
secretary@kingstonmuslims.net

Treasurer:
treasurer@kingstonmuslims.net

Social Co-ordinator:
social@kingstonmuslims.net

Women'’s Representative:
womensrep@kingstonmuslims.net

ICK Management Co-ordinator:
centre@kingstonmuslims.net

Education Co-ordinator:
education@kingstonmuslims.net

Hossam
Hassanein
613 384-5081

Ulfat Jalaluddin
613 531 8340

Ali Raza Khan
613 541 0300

Mohammad
Yahia
613-547-7849

Chand Saleem
613.530.3655

Mohammad
Kaleemuddin
613.536.0404

Sabena Islam
613 384 8314

Imam of ISK:

ANM Tarek, imam@Kkingstonmuslims.net

613-767-9946

Coordinator of Da’'wa Committee:

Dr Mohamed Bayoumi,
Daawa@kingstonmuslims.net

Library Committee:

Srs. Raafia Monem, Hoda Bayoumi,

and Br. Mohamed Saleem
library@kingstonmuslims.net

Moms and Tots:
Sis Mona Rahman,

mnrahman@etricolour.gueensu.ca

Coordinaor Imam Hairing Committee

Dr Mohammad Saleem

Imamselection@kingstonmuslims.net

Coordinator for Elder Circle:
Br Murray Hogben,

hogben@kingston.net
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