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Jumadd/ Jumaddl 1432,

If Allah were to punish men according to what they deserve. He would not leave on the
back of the (earth) a single living creature: but He gives them respite for a stated Term:
when their Term expires, verily Allah has in His sight all His Servants. ( Qu r3B:45)

Pr esi tMessaged s

My fellow Muslim Kingstonians,

The Muslim Community in Kingston has been
growing at a steady pace over the past couple of
decades. With the increase in size comes many
demands and requirements, most important of
which has been space 7 space for our activities
(social and educational) and especially for children
education. There have several calls for need for
extra space. One of the houses next door was put
up for sale. The Executive Committee (EC) put is-
sue forward in the past AGM. A significant majority
of ISK members attending AGM voted in favor of
making an offer on the property. Most felt that ac-
quiring property will be beneficial to the next gen-
eration and also will have immediate usage as
space for children education. The EC followed
through, a committee was formed, an offer was
made and after some negotiation it was accepted.
We are so much hoping that this property (land and
house) will be put to good use ISA with respect to
education programs for our children and future ex-
pansions for the next generation of Kingston Mus-
lims and next.

Now we enter stage 2 i fundraising. As you all
know we are currently engaged in multiple con-
struction/maintenance projects. Such projects in-
clude roof replacement ($20,000) and private
prayer space for women ($20,000-$40,000). To be
able to manage property purchase process (as
mandated by the AGM), the ISK must be in a fi-
nancial position that allows us to make the pur-
chase, yet maintain the center and remain commit-

ted to existing and ongoing projects. This is indeed
difficult without significant fundraising, as we are
about $100,000 short. At the AGM, many members
said that fAwe wil!/l be abl e
time to carry this through. We are looking for can-
didates to commit funds or make pledges. One of

best ways to pledge support for the ISK is direct
debit. Please indicate your willingness to the ISK
treasure.

We are looking for volunteers to actively engage in
fundraising. So, please consider yourself ap-
pointed to the Acommumity \
mittee. As a first step, we ask you to talk to 5 other
Muslims families and ask them to make pledges
towards the ongoing projects. Your help in this re-
gard is very much appreciated. We are doing this
for the next generation of Muslims in Kingston. May
Allah (swt) guide us to what is right and what is
best. We seek His guidance and forgiveness.
Hossam Hassanein
ISK President
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Imam's Message

Gardensof Mercy for our hungry Neighbours

When most of us feel hungry, our instinctive reac-
tion is to head for the kitchen, the nearest vending
machine or closest drive-thru to grab a bite.

But for a large number of our neighbours and co-
citizens, those are luxuries they cannot afford.

According to our local Public Health Unit, 11.4%

of residents in Kingston -- around 13,000 people --
"have experienced or worried about food security"
in 2009-2010. The second-busiest year for the
Partners in Mission food bank was 2009, with
10,247 food hampers served. Furthermore, 72.4%
households turning to food banks do not consume
the required servings of fruits and vegetables. A
lack of nutritious food can lead to obesity and other
long-term health issues.

As members of the Kingston community, we've got
to think about what we can do to help those in need
-- not just because we want to do something that
makes us look good, but because it's our responsi-
bility.

“Abdullah ibn “Abbas (RA), a Companion and a
cousin of the Prophet, stated that he heard the
Prophet (SAW) say, "A believer is not the one who
eats his fill when his neighbor is hungry." (Al-
Bukhari in Al-Adab Al-Mufrad, Al-Hakim, and Al-
Baihaqi)

Abu Musa (RA) reported that the Messenger of Al-
lah (SAW) said, "Visit the sick, feed the hungry and
set captives free." (al-Bukhari)

Of course, we can always donate money to chari-
ties who feed the poor or we can drop non-
perishable food items into the green food bank bin
at the ICK. But is there a more efficient and sus-
tainable way of providing healthy food to those in
need?
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That's where the Gardens of Mercy project comes
in. Alhamdulillah, we're blessed to have cultivatable
land at our centre. We can use that land to grow
vegetables that will be gladly accepted by charities
in our city. They will either pass them on to those in
need, or cook and serve them as part of the meals
they offer to the hungry.

Setting up a garden will require physical and some
financial investment. But insha'Allah, benefits such
as these will make the project worth it:

1 Helping our hungry neighbours in Kingston
by providing them with fresh, local produce;

1 Learning about gardening, which can help
us in starting a garden at home;

1 Appreciation of nature, the environment
and Allah's blessings upon us;

1 Opportunity to welcome other faith and
cultural groups to take part in this project
and work together for a good cause.

f Gaining the pleasure and mercy of Allah by
being merciful to others.

Gardening season is upon us and we need people
with gardening experience to come forward and
offer guidance. Once we have selected an area for
the garden, we will need volunteers who can help
in setting it up. When the ground is ready, we can
invite other groups to join us in planting. Then we
just need to protect the garden from animals and
ensure the plants receive enough water, until it's
time to reap the fruits (vegetables in this case) of
our efforts!

| encourage everyone to take part. This can be a
great learning experience for all of us, especially
for our children. Let's get down and dirty for a good
cause!

To take part in the Gardens of Mercy project,
please email Imam Sikander at
imam@kingstonmuslims.net
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A Full-Time Islamic School......

A Project of a Lifetime

The world’s top motivational speaker Les Brown said:
“Shoot for the moon. Even if you miss, you'll land
among the stars.”

The prominent American industrialist Henry Ford said:
“Obstacles are those frightful things you see when
you take your eyes off your goal.”

The famous writer Eva Young said: “To think too long
about doing a thing often becomes its undoing.”

While the Mosque is a gathering place for Muslims
where they strengthen their allegiance to Islam, common
goals within communities often bring people together.
These goals approximate distances, alleviate differenc-
es and reset the focus on the goal.

There is no doubt that having a full-time Islamic school
is a dream of many Muslims in Kingston. This local insti-
tution would help our children:

e Develop a strong Canadian Muslim identity

¢ Build confidence in their faith and its practices

e Learn Quranic Arabic from an early age

e Excel academically through an enriched curricu-

lum

e Prepare for life’s challenges

e Grow up in a friendly and nurturing atmosphere
Dreams come with hopes and challenges. They often
require hard work and determination. But with a clear
vision, well researched path, solid structure, and above
all, faith — the dream can be realized, insha'Allah!

“Vision without action is a daydream. Action with
without vision is a nightmare.” Japanese Proverb

“To accomplish great things, we must not only act,
but also dream; not only plan, but also believe."
Anatole France

Establishing a full-time Islamic School can be a long and
challenging process which requires a great deal of re-
sources, expertise, patience and collaboration.

The ISK Imam and the education committee have taken
on the challenge and are now planning to initiate the
biggest project in the history of ISK. Here is what we
want to do and how we think we can do it:

1. Seta clear vision and work hard to achieve i,

2. Study the project by identifying logistics and direc-

tions;
3. Secure funds, personnel and physical space;
4. Establish procedures and protocols.

In this initial message to our community, we ask you for
your participation and support to make this dream come
true.

We need all the funds we can gather. Remember: the
more we collect, the closer we are to our dream. Every
little bit helps! The door for contribution is now open
and will never close.

I must acknowledge a pledge of $1000 from a Muslim
sister in our community who responded the minute she
heard about the possibility of having this school and be-
fore she even knew the details of the plan. Her children
have already finished early education, but she stated,
“This is the future for all Muslim children in our commu-
nity.”

I would like to close by reminding us all that there was a
time when this community did not have a mosque and
through sweat and tears, tremendous determination and
a lot of faith, our mosque became a reality.

Please come and participate in the project of a lifetime.
This is a project in which everyone can contribute and
make a difference — a project that is not only mine or
yours. Itis a project that belongs to all, whether or not
you have children; whether your children are young or
old. No matter what your ambitions or dreams are, this is
a real investment — an investment with Allah. Let us start
our investment and wait to see fruits and blossoms here
and in the hereafter, insha’Allah!

May Allah bless this Muslim community and help to initi-
ate and establish this project... The project of a life-
time.

The Prophet SAAW said:

“If a human dies, then his good deeds stop
except for three: a Sadaqga Jariah
(continuous charity), a beneficial
knowledge, or a righteous child who prays
for him”. Narrated by Muslim.
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