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fAnd [mention, O Muhammad], when Lugman said to his son while he was instructing him, "O my son, do not
associate [anything] with Allah. Indeed, association [with him] is great injusticend We have enjoined upon man
[care] for his parents. His mother caied him, [increasing her] in weakness upon weakness, and his weaning is in

two years. Be grateful to Me and to your parents; to Me is the [final] destinai@ru r

danld31: 13

Presi dent 6s Mz¢

My fellow Muslim Kingstonians,

Happy new year to you all. May Allah (SWT) make
this year better for all of us in terms of closeness to
Him and in our livelihood.

Allah (SWT) gave us many blessings, and one of
the greatest blessings He has given us is the guid-
ance to Islam. Allah perfected the laws of Islam
and chose Islam to be our true religion, our com-
plete way of life. A blessing that we sometimes do
not very much appreciate is this Islamic Center of
Kingston (ICK) that we meet and pray in to worship
Allah (SWT). The ICK is where our children come
to learn and play. We have been blessed as well to
live in a country where freedom of religion and ex-
pression is respected and maintained.

Allah (SWT) has guided and helped many people
to work in and run the ICK and the Islamic Society
in Kingston. We have been blessed with a wonder-
ful Imam that has carried through many initiatives
over the past 16 months. Many volunteers work
very hard to serve this community and have been
doing so for years. May Allah reward them. The
affairs of the ISK cannot be fulfilled effectively with-
out group work where each person puts in his/her
hand to help. When everyone puts in their part,
they form one strong body, with each part of the
body serving a specific important task. If each
member does his/her job, then this community will

be able to face all challenges and it will collectively
fulfill its goals and mission.

Dear brothers and sisters, we need to practice col-
lective collaboration to fulfill the goals of the ISK.
We need participation form all through your suppli-
cations, volunteer work, donations and, most of all,
commitment and pure intentions. We need new
blood with new ideas and capabilities. We need
those who are versed with the Internet and social
media and can mobilize it in many ways. We need
those who understand the North American society
and interact and communicate the Kingston and
Canadian communities better. We need YOU.

Do it for your families, your children and their future
and for the good of Islam. Do it for the sake of Allah
(SWT).

Hossam Hassanein, President ISK
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Imam's Message

When silenceis not an option

For over nine weeks now, the on-going Kingston Mills
murder trial has put the spotlight on our city, our faith
and Canadads Muslim

Three members of a Muslim family from Montreal are
charged with four counts each of first-degree murder
in the death of four female family members. The
prosecution allegesthat it was an
three have pleaded not guilty.

| was living and working in Toronto when this incident
occurred in June 2009. | was aware that a trial was
eventually going to be
was going to happen until | was contacted in October
2010 by a former crime reporter for the Kingston
Whig-Standard. He was going to be covering the trial
and writing a book on the case, and had some ques-
tions he wanted cleared up. | offered to help. He in-
formed me that the trial will be beginning at the end of
October.

Around the same time, a group of imams and com-
munity leaders in Ontario decided that there needed
to be a greater, organized effort to educate Muslims
as well as others on the true Islamic teachings re-
garding honour-based violence and domestic vio-
lence. Individual efforts by imams and community
|l eaders just werenot
steps needed to be taken to tackle violence in homes
within our community and to address the questions
that were inevitably going to be raised about Islamic
teachings and practices once the trial began.

This is what led me to address honour-based violence
during the first week of the trial. Thanks to the King-
ston Whig-Standard, the message also reached our
fellow Kingstonians.

The group of imams and community leaders put out a
call to action to eradicate domestic violence. Decem-
ber 6 is the National Day of Remembrance and Action
on Violence Against Women. Therefore, it was decid-
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ed that imams and community leaders who had
signed on would speak about the issue during Friday
khutbahs (sermons) on December 9, 2011.

| was asked to be one of the spokespersons for the
initiative. Alhamdulillah, media outlets from across the
coungry did a great job in covering the initiative in a
balanced manner.

Speaking about this important issue has been a great
learning experience. | was surprised to learn that

i h o mamyu pedple ¢ revemsome Muslims 1 had thought

that killing a family member to protect family honour
was an acceptable Islamic practice.

| have also received overwhelmingly positive feed-

dack flom fellow Kidgsténians kamdoGanadiams fromt h a t

across the country. What | have come to realize is
that while there is a group of people who like to jump
on even the slightest excuse to hate (many of whom
propagate that hatred anonymously on the Internet),
there are many others i the majority, perhaps i who
are not biased and are looking to engage with us in
honest, reasoned conversations.

It must be clear to us that silence is not an option.
When there is an issue that calls for a response or
proactive action on our part, we i individuals and
leaders i must speak up, engage in conversations
and act positively. Talk to your neighbours and col-
leagues. Call in to radio talk shows and write letters to

nevgspapers to Imake your positiph knowl. sk same-t e
youdsr e

one for guidance if
dress an issue. Reach out to columnists, politicians,
academics and others who take reasonable, balanced
and well-informed positions on important matters that
affect us and our community.

Doing so is crucial. By doing nothing, we will simply
allow misunderstandings to grow and create unnec-
essary rifts where bridges could be built instead.

Imam Sikander Ziad Hashmi can be reached by
email at imam@kingstonmuslims.net or through his
website at www.sikander.ca . .
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